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impregnable, for they far exceeded the walls of
Jerusalem and of Tyre, which had so well resisted
Nebuchadrezzar's own assaults. But even with this
result Nebuchadrezzar was far from satisfied. He
would finish all that his father had planned and then
go far beyond him. Not only should the inner wall
be impregnable, the outer wall should be so strong
that no force should ever be able to reach the in-
ner wall, and then to cap the curious climax he
would even, on some sides, make it impossible
even to reach the outer wall. On the southern
side the city needed no further defense, for upon
it lay the land of Chaldea, loyal to incorruptibil-
ity, and strong enough to prevent any force from
passing through its borders to attack the capital.
It remained, therefore, only to strengthen the walls
upon three sides. This was done in the following
manner: Upon the east of the city, at a distance
of four thousand cubits from the outer wall, he
built another massive wall. Before this was a
vast moat, basin-shaped, deep, and walled round
with bricks like a quay. The outworks on the
west were similar, but not so strong, and this was
natural, for the desert formed a natural barrier.
The works on the north were entirely different in
construction and apparently in purpose. Between
the two city walls, and between the Euphrates
and the Ishtar gate, Nebuchadrezzar reared a
great artificial platform of brick laid in bitumen.
Upon this elevated plateau was then erected a
citadel, which was connected with his royal palace.